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freelance-journalist, or one associated
with an educational or non-commercial
scientific institution whose research
activities conform to the definition
above. This term does not include re-
quests from records subjects for
records about themselves filed in
NARA’s systems of records; such re-
quests are handled in accordance with
36 CFR part 1202.

§ 1250.38 Search fees.
(a) The search fee is $10 per hour or

fraction thereof when clerical/adminis-
trative staff manually search for
records responsive to a request, and $18
per hour or fraction thereof when
NARA must use professional staff to
manually search for the requested
records because clerical/administrative
staff would be unable to locate them.
The search fee for computerized
searches is the wage (plus 16 percent
fringe benefits) of the computer oper-
ator per hour or fraction thereof plus
the actual computer operating costs.

(b) NARA may charge for search time
spent in trying to locate NARA records
which are responsive to the request re-
gardless of whether or not any respon-
sive records are identified. NARA will
not engage in line-by-line search when
merely duplicating an entire document
is feasible and would prove to be a less
expensive and quicker method of com-
plying with the request.

(c) When the search includes nonper-
sonnel expenditures to locate and iden-
tify requested information (e.g., trans-
port or travel costs, etc.), the applica-
ble fee is the direct cost to NARA.

(d) NARA will charge for the aggre-
gate of all time spent in searching for
documents responsive to a series of re-
quests when NARA reasonably believes
a requester or group of requesters is di-
viding a request into a series of re-
quests to evade assessment of applica-
ble fees.

§ 1250.39 Review fees.
(a) NARA will not charge review fees

for time spent resolving general legal
or policy issues regarding the applica-
tion of exemptions.

(b) The review fee is $24 per hour or
fraction thereof, for time spent in ac-
tivities set forth in paragraphs (d)(1),
(d)(2), and (d)(3) of this section.

(c) NARA will charge only commer-
cial-use requesters review fees.

(d) NARA may charge for the time
spent engaged in the following activi-
ties to determine ‘‘review time’’ sub-
ject to review fees:

(1) Time spent examining all docu-
ments that are responsive to a request
to determine whether any portion of
any document is exempt from manda-
tory disclosure regardless of whether
any information is ultimately with-
held.

(2) Time spent excising information
and otherwise preparing records for re-
lease (except preparing the copies that
will be made available to the re-
quester).

(3) The aggregate of all time spent in
reviewing documents to determine
whether any portion of any document
is permitted to be withheld when
NARA reasonably believes that a re-
quester or group of requesters is divid-
ing a request into a series of requests
to evade the assessment of applicable
fees.

(e) A fee of $.20 per page will be
charged for making working copies of
pages from which information must be
excised.

§ 1250.40 Reproduction fees.
(a) Electrostatic reproductions—(1) Pre-

pared by NARA staff. Paper reproduc-
tions of NARA paper records made by
NARA staff will be furnished for $.20 a
page.

(2) Self-service. At NARA facilities
with self-service electrostatic copiers,
requesters may make reproductions of
released documents for $.10 a page.

(b) Reproductions from electromagnetic
media. Direct costs to NARA for staff
time for programming, computer oper-
ations, and printouts or magnetic tape
to reproduce the requested data will be
charged requesters.

(c) Other media. The cost for repro-
duction of records from or to other
media will be provided upon request.
NARA will charge the direct costs to
NARA of providing the reproduction.

§ 1250.41 Other fees.
(a) Mailing costs. Actual postage and

shipping costs will be charged when the
requester asks for special methods such
as express mail.
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